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wherein the double-rocker, four-link mechanism includes a lower, fixed link 
having a first end and a second end, an upper, coupler link being said one link of 
the hood-mounted bracket and having a first end and a second end, a front 
rocker link and a back rocker link, said front rocker link having a lower end 
connected pivotallv to said first end of the fixed link and an upper end connected 
pivotallv to said first end of the coupler link, said back rocker link having a lower 
end connected pivotallv to said second end of the fixed link and an upper end 
connected pivotallv to said second end of the coupler link; 

wherein the front, back, and coupler links are displaceable so that the 
upper end of the back link is movable toward and away from the lower end of the 
front link, between positions on opposite sides of a center line drawn between the 
lower end of the back link and the first end of the coupler link . 

2. (Currently Amended) The hinge assembly of claim 1 , wherein the 
first and second ends of the doub l o rockor, four l ink m e chanism rncludoc a 
lower, fixed link having two opposite ondc, a re each defined by a body bracket 
mounted to the uti li ty v e hiclo tractor bod y r an upp e r, coupl e r link d e fined by a 
portion of tho hood - mounted brookot - and having two oppo si t e e nds, and two 
rock e r links, e ach rockor li nk hav i ng a l owor ond connoctod p i vota l ly to on e of tho 
oppos i t e e nds of th e fix e d (ink and oach rock e r l ink having an uppor ond 
connoctod pivota l ly to ono of tho opposit e e nds of th e coupl e r l i nk . 
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3. (Original) The hinge assembly of claim 2, wherein the rocker links 
are comprised of a comparatively longer, front link and a comparatively shorter, 
back link and wherein the coupler link is the shortest link. 

4. (Cancelled) Please cancel claim 4 without prejudice. 

5. (Currently Amended) For a tractor equipped with a loader bucket a 
hinge assembly for hinging a tractor hood on a tractor body so as to enable the 
hood to open upwardly and backwardlvfrom the front end of the tractor, the 
hinge assembly comprising a double-rocker fouNink mechanism, including a 
hood-mounted bracket comprising one link, the hood-mounted bracket being 
mounted to an underside of the tractor hood, near a back end of the tractor hood; 

wherein the double-rocker, four-link mechanism includes a lower, fixed link 
having two opposite ends, each defined by a body bracket mounted to the tractor 
body, an upper, coupler link being said one link of the hood-mounted bracket and 
having two opposite ends, and two rocker links, each rocker link having a lower 
end connected pivotallv to one of the opposite ends of the fixed link and each 
rocker link having an upper end connected pivotallv to one of the opposite ends 
of the coupler link: 

wherein the rocker links are comprised of a comparatively longer, front link 
and a comparatively shorter, back link and wherein the coupler link is the 
shortest link; 
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wherein the front, back, and coupler links are displaceable so that the 
upper end of the back link is movable toward and away from the lower end of the 
front link, between positions on opposite sides of a center line drawn between the 
lower end of the back link and the other end of the coupler link; and 

Th e h i nge as se mb l y of c l aim 4, f urther comprising an extensible- 
retractable spring connected between the rocker links so as to bias the upper 
end of the back link toward the lower end of the front link. 

6. (Previously Amended) A hinge assembly for hinging a hood on a 
utility vehicle body so as to enable the hood to open upwardly and backwardly 
from the front end of the utility vehicle, the hinge assembly comprising a double- 
rocker, four-link mechanism, including a bracket comprising one link, the bracket 
being mounted to an underside of the hood, near a back end of the hood; 

wherein the double-rocker, four-link mechanism includes a lower, fixed link 
having two opposite ends, each defined by a bracket mounted to the utility 
vehicle body, an upper, coupler link defined by a portion of the hood-mounted 
bracket and having two opposite ends, and two rocker links, each rocker link 
having a lower end connected pivotally to one of the opposite ends of the fixed 
link and each rocker link having an upper end connected pivotally to one of the 
opposite ends of the coupler link; 

wherein the rocker links are comprised of a comparatively longer, front link 
and a comparatively shorter, back link and wherein the coupler link is the 
shortest link; 
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wherein the front, back, and coupler Hnks are displaceable so that the 
upper end of the back link is movable toward and away from the lower end of the 
front link, between positions on opposite sides of a center line drawn between the 
lower end of the back link and the other end of the coupler link; 

and comprising an extensible-retractable spring connected between the 
rocker links so as to bias the upper end of the back link toward the lower end of 
the front link; 

wherein the spring has a front end connected pivotally to the front link and 
a back end connected pivotally to the back link and wherein, as measured along 
the front and back links respectively, the front end of the spring is comparatively 
closer to the lower end of the front link and the back end of the spring is 
comparatively farther from the lower end of the back link. 

7. (Currently Amended) For a tractor equipped with a loader bucket, a 
A hinge assembly for hinging a polymeric tractor hood on a tractor body so as to 
enable the hood to open upwardly and backwardly from the front end of the 
tractor, the hinge assembly comprising a doubte-rocker, four-link mechanism, 
including a hood-mounted bracket comprising one link, the hood-mounted 
bracket being mounted to an underside of the tractor hood, near a back end of 
the tractor hood, said hood-mounted bracket comprising a metal base portion 
extending across the width of said hood, wherein said one link is fixed at one end 
of said base portion; 
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Th e hinge assomb l y of c l aim 1, wherein the metal base portion of said 
hood-mounted bracket is secured adhesively to the underside of the hood. 

8. (Currently Amended) The hinge assembly of claim 7, whoroin tho 
hood is mad e -from - a po l ym e ric mat e r i al and wherein the hood-mounted bracket 
is mad e from composed of steel. 

9. (Currently Amended) In a tractor that includes a front end loader 
bucket, a combination of a vacuum-formed polypropylene hood and a steel hinge 
bracket, said steel hinge bracket comprising a steel plate extending across a 
width of said hood and which is secured adhesively to the hood. 

10. (Currently Amended) The combination of claim 9, further 
comprising a double-rocker, four-link hinge mechanism, the hinge bracket 
forming one link. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The hinge assembly of claim 6, wherein the 
hinge bracket is secured adhesively to the underside of the hood. 

12. (Currently Amended) The hinge assembly of claim 1 1 , wherein the 
hood is made from a polymeric material and wherein the hinge bracket is made 
from steel. 
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13. (Currently Amended) The hinge assembly of claim 6, wherein the 
hood is composed of vacuum-formed polypropylene and said hinge bracket is 
composed of steel, which is secured adhesively to the hood. 

14. (Previously Added) The hinge assembly of claim 6 wherein said 
utility vehicle comprises a tractor equipped with a front end loader bucket. 

1 5. (Currently Amended) The hinge assembly of claim 1 , wherein the 
hinge bracket is secured adhesively to the hood and the hood is composed of a 
polymeric material and wherein the hinge bracket is composed of metal. 


8 


PACE 10/19 * RCVD AT 3/16/2004 1:53:42 PM [Eastern Standard TimeJ * SVR:U PT -EFXRF-1/0 * DNIS:8729327 * CSID:630 665 9414 » DURATION (mm-ss):05-50 


